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Emirates and Ministry of Tourism and Handicraft Establish Strategic

Partnership to Boost Tourism in Madagascar

● Since launch of services, airline has boosted flights to six-weekly

to meet soaring demand

● Airline pledges to support Madagascar’s tourism plans of attracting

1 million visitors by 2028

Dubai, UAE - 30 April 2025: Emirates and the Ministry of Tourism and

Handicraft in Madagascar have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to

boost inbound tourism through the airline’s global network.

The agreement was signed by Essa Sulaiman Ahmad, Emirates’ Senior Vice

President for Commercial Operations, West Asia and Indian Ocean and

Viviane Dewa, Minister of Tourism and Handicrafts for Madagascar, in the

presence of other officials and team members from Emirates and the

Madagascar delegation.

The strategic partnership underscores Emirates’ commitment to promoting

tourism to the exotic island destination, which the airline has been flying

to since September 2024. In collaboration with the Ministry of Tourism and

Handicraft, Emirates will promote Madagascar in key markets across its

global network through joint advertising campaigns and drive inbound

visitor traffic by activating its range of tour operators and travel

agencies.

Emirates and Ministry of Tourism and Handicraft will also jointly conduct

familiarisation trips to the destination to showcase its tourist appeal to

audiences in key markets globally, while also supporting the development of

business and trade opportunities in Madagascar, via its cargo-handling

capabilities.

Essa Sulaiman Ahmad, Emirates’ Senior Vice President for Commercial

Operations - West Asia and Indian Ocean, commented: “Since our inaugural

flight to Madagascar in September, we have been witnessing unprecedented

growth of demand for tourist and business travel to the island.
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We are pleased to formalise a partnership with the Ministry of Tourism and

Handicraft to build on this momentum and generate more opportunities for

travelers across our network to explore Madagascar's diverse wildlife and

rich, vibrant culture. Through this strategic partnership, we aim to

continue to strengthen our support for the government's ambition to attract

one million tourists by 2028 while also allowing local manufacturers to

expand their reach to global markets.

Recently, we increased our frequency from four to six-weekly flights to

meet tremendous demand and further enhance connectivity and we intend to

continue providing premium travel options to encourage more international

travellers to discover the beauty of the island nation.”

Viviane Dewa, Madagascar’s Ministry of Tourism and Handicraft

commented: "This strategic partnership with Emirates marks a significant

milestone in our efforts to elevate Madagascar as a premier travel

destination. It not only enhances connectivity but also supports our vision

of fostering sustainable tourism, while showcasing the rich cultural

heritage and extraordinary biodiversity that define our island."

Starting this month, Emirates boosted its services to Antananarivo to reach

six weekly flights via Seychelles, to meet exceptional demand arising from

holidaymakers and business travellers.

So far, Emirates has supported Madagascar’s tourism agenda by promoting it

as a top leisure destination to its global network of tour operators. Its

efforts have included planning familiarisation trips for its top travel

agencies from major feeder markets to visit the island, including the UK,

France, Russia, Italy, Spain, Germany, Turkey and the UAE. Amongst the

island’s main attractions, Madagascar is home to three UNESCO world

heritage sites and is celebrated for its thriving biodiversity.

Key markets driving inbound traffic to Madagascar include the UAE, Sri

Lanka, France, UK, mainland China, Japan, Spain, and Italy, among others.

Emirates operates services between Madagascar and Dubai with a short

stopover in Seychelles with more than 2,000 seats in each direction per

week. The Boeing 777-300ER widebody aircraft which serve the route have a

capacity to carry up to 20 tons of cargo per flight, facilitating the
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export and import of commodities between the county and the rest of the

world.


